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Introduction

The objective of this report is to describe the proposed landscape and external works as part of the proposed
development at The Goat Grill, Goatstown, Dublin 14. This report should be read in conjunction with
documents issued and included in this submission by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects, Reddy
Architecture + Urbanism, Tom Phillips & Associates, Homan O’Brien M&E Engineers, Roughan O’Donovan
Civil and Structural Engineers and others.
As part of the pre-planning consultation process, Dermot Foley Landscape Architects along with Reddy A+U
and the design team presented proposals to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and An Bord Pleanála
to include landscape and open space strategy. Comments received were incorporated into the design where
possible.
Dermot Foley Landscape Architects visited the site in October 2019 and January 2021 in order to observe
conditions on site such as existing vegetation, boundaries and other items which would have a bearing on
the design process.
CMK Hort + Arb carried out a Tree Survey in compliance with BS 5837:2012, and an arboricultural impact
assessment was then undertaken to assess the impact of the development on the existing trees on site. This
impact assessment was used as an important tool in the design process. These documents are included
separately as part of this submission.
The following additional documents have been issued by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects as part of this
submission:

No.

Scale

Size

Title

201

1:500

A1

Landscape Plan – Ground Floor + Podium

202

1:500

A1

Boundary Plan

240

1:100

A1

Landscape Sections

210/211

1:200

A3

Detail Areas Plans

250

1:20

A1

Typical Landscape Details
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Landscape Appraisal

2.1

General

The site is at the south western point of the Taney Road/Drummartin Road junction and is composed of a
number of free standing buildings and out-buildings, a grassed field, surface car parking and some soft and
hard landscaping, mostly on the peripheral areas.
The development site is almost rectangular in shape with shallow topography sloping from the rear of
Birchfield Lawn in the south west towards Drummartin Road in the north east. It constitutes an area of
approximately 1.54ha.
The field at the south western side, currently used for occasional livestock grazing, is grassland with no tree
or shrub planting. There are no rare or historically significant tree species on site (refer the Arborist Report by
CMK Hort. & Arb. Ltd. submitted separately as part of this submission). A line of mature evergreen trees is
present on the southern boundary and although rooted within the site, they overhang onto neighbouring
residential properties. A tree line is present on the Taney Road boundary containing mixed species in varying
condition.
Currently the built elements comprise of: a public house on the north eastern corner at the junction of Taney
Road and Drummartin Road; a two storey commercial building with several units on the south eastern corner
of the carpark, two attached stone cottages south of the commercial building; extensive surface car parking
with planted verges holding small to medium sized trees.

Figure 1: Typical views of the site taken from Taney Road (above) and Drummartin Road (below) looking into the site
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2.2

Existing Boundaries

The site boundaries have two different general characteristics: suburban roads meeting at a junction (Taney
Road and Drummartin Road); walls and timber fencing along the boundaries adjoining the rear gardens of
existing housing estates. The north western boundary along Taney Road runs parallel to the public footpath
and consists for the most part of a low stone wall with open timber fencing above, see Figure 2(a). A line of
mixed tree exists on the inside of the boundary. A vehicle entrance and a separate pedestrian entrance
create openings in the wall. The public house buildings themselves form part of the boundary at the corner of
Taney Road and Drummartin Road, providing a hard edge next to the footpath. As the pedestrian path
continues around the corner onto Drummartin Road the building sits further back on the site and the
boundary is more open with raised stone planters and medium sized trees, see Figure 2(b). An entrance and
exit for vehicles on/off Drummartin Road/Terrace is present along this boundary with space between the
planters for pedestrian access to the building.
The south eastern boundary between the site and existing rear gardens of Knocknashee comprises of both
concrete and stone walls with tree planting inside the site boundary, see Figure 2(c). There are no access
points from the estate through this boundary edge to the site. The south western boundary edging the rear
gardens of houses in the Birchfield estate consists of a concrete block wall with no tree planting on the site
side, see Figure 2(d).

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Figure 2: (clockwise from top left): (a) The existing north western boundary with vehicle entrance on Taney Road, stone
wall with post and rail wooden fence on higher ground, adjacent to public footpath; (b) existing open boundary with
pedestrian and vehicular entrance to The Goat public house; (c) existing south east boundary, stone wall at edge of car
park, backing onto rear gardens of Knocknashee; (d) existing concrete wall with to south west boundary, rear gardens of
Birchfield estate housing estate
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2.3

Existing Trees

The site contains a line of mature Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterey Cypress) along the south eastern
boundary which are proposed to be retained, while the remainder of the existing trees are proposed to be
removed to facilitate the development of the site. A total of 107 trees have been identified and assessed by
CMK Horticulture and Arboriculture Ltd. in accordance with BS 5837:2012. The trees on site are
predominantly non-native, exotic species and cultivars. 52No. trees are noted as being Category B, while the
remainder of the trees on site comprise a mix of: 2No Category A; 38No. Category C; and, 15No. Category U
trees. The tree species predominantly comprise of Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterey cypress), Sorbus area
cv. (Whitebeam) and ‘others’, with a number of Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore), Betula pendula (Birch),
Pinus radiata (Monterey pine), Platanus x hispanica) and Cypress cv (Cypress cultivars). The arboricultural
assessment notes that 7No. trees are dead and 8No. are in poor condition.
2No. trees, Ulmus glabra (Whych elm) and Fraxinus excelsior (Ash), in the north east of the site have been
marked for retention in a Letter of Consent process. The Arborist Report has identified one, Ulmus glabra, as
Category U with a recommendation for felling. The Fraxinus excelsior is identified as Category C2 and after
site examination it has been deemed not suitable for retention. Extensive replacement tree planting is
proposed in lieu of the proposed trees to be removed.

3

Proposed Landscape Strategy

3.1

General

The landscape design proposes a resilient and high quality sequence of open spaces integrated with the
building design. It is primarily composed of a new public space and communal shared space for the
residents, and takes into account the variation of building use and main characteristics of the existing site
and context. The proposed overall site strategy has been formulated by Reddy Architecture + Urbanism with
input from Dermot Foley Landscape Architects and is based on Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council’s
Goatstown Local Area Plan (2012). The site acts as a key node in the local area and has the potential to
deliver an appropriate living quarter, quality public space and streetscape character to form a sense of place
for the wider area. The landscape design maximises the use of space and orientation to deliver both
attractive public open space to create a distinctive urban village centre, and usable communal shared space
for the residents. The quantums for open space within the development are as follows:
Communal – 5072m2
Public - 1798.5m2
Creche – 640.5m2

There are several components making up the overall landscape strategy:
•

Two primary character areas within the development- Public Space; Communal Shared Space for
residents;
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•

Clear legibility between public and private open space, ensuring provision of a safe environment to
future residents

•

A public space which is a positive addition to the public realm;

•

Functions such as cycle parking, pedestrian access to public space, new public house/hotel, new
commercial units and defensible space, have been integrated into a functional landscape;

•

A planting strategy has been designed to enhance the external spaces, integrate the development
into the surrounding context, and provide defensible space to ground floor units

•

Provide safe and creative play opportunities in the communal shared open space

Figure 3: Diagram showing Public space in blue and communal shared space in orange; circulation between blocks;
access points from existing public roads

3.2

Public Space

A particular approach to the landscape has been developed in response to the surrounding context and the
proposed building uses. Similar to the building blocks, the public space is regarded as a key node within the
wider public realm of Goatstown. It forms a safe link for pedestrians from Taney Road to Drummartin Road
and provides opportunity to activate building edges such as the south facing aspect of the new public house.
The commercial units on strategic corner locations pivot between the existing roads and the proposed public
space.
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Figure 4: Diagram illustrating walking distances from The Goat to proximate open space by DFLA

The proposed public space acts as a threshold which provides a welcoming entrance for residents and
visitors into the site and new function rooms of The Goat public house. Furthermore, the space is organized
as a series of sub-spaces to cater for the various functions located on the ground floor of the buildings.

Figure 5: Precedent images illustrating character of proposed Public space from left to right: the Goods Line, Sydney;
Pancras Plaza, London

High quality, durable and robust paving is used in the new streetscape of the public space. Proposed
specimen trees, along with native species are to be planted within the raised planters located at intervals.
Further tree planting is proposed in the planters and beds along the Drummartin Road boundary and
entrance into the public space to act as a local landmark, signifying arrival at the new public plaza and
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creating a green edge to the road. Low walls and integrated seating form part of the planters’ edges, creating
a more inviting space. Planting is also used to bridge one character to the other, creating another layer to the
space with ornamental trees, dense groundcover and herbaceous planting.

Figure 6: Precedent images illustrating character of proposed Public space from left to right; Sovereign Square, Leeds;
New Ludgate, London

Figure 7: Diagram showing interaction between open space and buildings
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3.3

Circulation

While the public open space enables a strong sense of place, the new pedestrian route associated with the
space accommodates access between two main suburban arteries, adding a layer of permeability to the
surrounding street network. A gentle slope is proposed to tie in with existing levels between Taney Road and
Drummartin Road, allowing for universal access. The enhanced landscape design will invite the public to
utilise the route. Areas of tree planting and herbaceous planting create a positive character to the space.
High quality materials have been used throughout. Varying formats of paving are used to carpet the plaza
and the pedestrian route, linking the new urban village centre in the public space with the existing roads at
the outer edges.

Communal shared space: The site access points to the new development have been carefully considered to
optimise the link to the wider context. The western entrance on Taney Road will provide both emergency
vehicle and controlled pedestrian access to the communal shared spaces for residents. Reinforced grass is
proposed to provide the necessary structure for emergency vehicle access, where necessary, within the
landscaping.
Public space: Within the overall site strategy, service vehicle access to the public space is limited to certain
hours in order to provide a car-free experience. The public space also caters for Fire Tender Access and
other emergency vehicles. The movement through the public space occurs through thresholds and subtle
material and slope changes, which help differentiate between the various character areas and at the same
time unify the overall composition of open space.

Figure 8: Precedent Image from Boulogne-Billancourt, France, illustrating character of vehicular route with high specification
paving and soft landscape edge
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3.4

Communal Shared Space

The communal shared space acts as a park and communal meeting space laid around the residential blocks
and formed by a sequence of connected open spaces. The space between Block 1 and Block 2 has an open
character and is designed to foster interaction between the residents. Hard and soft landscaping is mixed in
a distinctive design to facilitate easy circulation. Slopes are incorporated to provide universal access. The
landscape within the site is designed to exploit orientation where possible and to enhance micro-climate. The
landscape elements are arranged in such a way as to utilise as much of the space as possible. A central
area is framed by groundcover and herbaceous planting using mounding to achieve adequate soil depth for
tree planting. An arrangement of clipped hedges adjacent to ground floor units are proposed so that private
space is separated from shared private space and public open space.

Figure 9: Precedent images illustrating character of semi-private open space (clockwise from lop left): The Cloud Bar,
Switzerland; Pedestrian ramp at Airfield Estate, Dundrum by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects; Holland Park Villas,
Kensington, UK; Le Jardin Clair-Obscur, France
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3.4.1

Play

The space has been designed to provide diverse recreation opportunities – catering for a range of ages and
abilities. Play possibilities which comprise of formal and informal play spaces (3No.) offer passive and active
recreation to cater for the needs of younger children.
Playful ‘structures’ such as balancing equipment and trails of timber logs, as well as play ‘equipment’, are
offered to encourage imaginative and creative use of space. The site is located within 650m of Deerpark,
Mount Merrion which offers a diversity of sporting facilities suitable for teenagers, and can be accessed
directly by road and footpath,.

Figure 10: Precedent images showing a selection of proposed play structures (clockwise from top left): Princess
Charlottes Gades Children’s Institution, Copenhagen ;Reeves Park, St. Andrews, Bromley-by-Bow, London; Ian Potter
Children’s Wild Play Garden, Sydney, Aspect Studios; basket swing, Creativeplay
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3.5

Creche

The creche is separate to the residential and commercial spaces of the proposed project. A separate
entrance and enclosed rear garden with play opportunities make up the external spaces of the creche.
Appropriate impact absorbing ground material is proposed for the rear garden with age-appropriate play
structures. A steel palisade fence and new tree planting on a gentle embankment, is proposed to separate
the creche open play area (rear of building) from the residential open space to the south of Block 1 and Block
3.

Figure 11: Precedent images showing a selection of play structures for younger children (from left to right): Richter
Spielgerate animals, cradle nest swing and climbing structure; toddler play area, Amble Estate, WA, Australia

4

Proposed Planting

4.1

Tree Planting

Tree species are selected for longevity, suitability to local soil conditions and microclimate, biodiversity
(native species) and where required, proximity to boundaries and the proposed buildings. Species proposed
for the western boundary are predominantly evergreen, will grow to varying heights to provide suitable, yearround screening, and will be 6m+ at planting to provide early screening.

PRIVATE GARDEN

Figure 12: Section showing spatial relationship between existing private garden of Birchfield Lawn and proposed play space in
south west of site

DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Species proposed for the central courtyards and raised planters in the public space are a mix of native and
ornamental, and have been chosen for their suitability to grow in shallower soil.
Proposed tree sizes range from semi-mature (35-40cm girth) specimen trees to multi-stemmed tree planting.
Typical species proposed are illustrated in the following images.

Figure 13: Selection of proposed native tree species (from left to right): Betula pendula (Birch), Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine),
Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn)

Figure 14: Selection of proposed ornamental tree species(from left to right): Pyrus chanticleer (Pear), Magnolia lilliflora
Lily magnolia), Amelanchier lamarckii.
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4.2

Hedge, Climber and Groundcover Planting

Low planting is utilized to make and reinforce sub-spaces within the larger landscape spaces, for visual
screening, defensible space, visual interest, ecological purposes and to guide or direct people’s movement.
The low planting is conceived as subtle layering of greens within the open spaces. The planting is layered as
follows; lowest - bulb planting, groundcover planting, highest - clipped hedge planting.

Figure 15: Typical species for low clipped vegetation (from left to right): Fagus sylvatica (beech), Carpinus betulus (hornbeam),
Crataegus monogyna (hawthorn).

Figure 16: Precedent images showing groundcover planting (from left to right): groundcover under tree canopy; species for
shaded groundcover – native & exotic including Darmera spp., Luzula spp., Dryopteris spp. and Asplenium scolopendrium.

Figure 17: Typical groundcover species (from left to right): Helleborus spp, Hemerocalis sp., Asplenium scolopendrium and
Luzula sylvatica.
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5.0

Proposed Hard Landscape Materials and Finishes, Furniture

The selection of paving and other landscape materials is determined by proposed function, longevity and
durability. Quality and robust paving materials, where practical, are proposed to be constructed in a way
which is sensitively integrated with lawn and soft landscape (within the communal courtyards), in order to
minimise the impact of hard landscape surfaces. Primary vehicular and pedestrian circulation is proposed as
a mix of durable, high spec natural stone and concrete sections, designed to create interest in the landscape
setting. Secondary pedestrian routes and private spaces are proposed to be of ‘flexible’ construction and in
some cases a mix of paving and lawn.
High quality and robust furniture is proposed through both the Public and communal shared space. Furniture
is proposed to be of a similar palette/design so as to unify the character of each space and assist in way
finding.

Figure 18: A range of paving details (clockwise from top left): reinforced grass for vehicle access, streetscape detail with large
and small format natural stone paving, raised steel planters and soft landscape sensitively integrated with hard landscape
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